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HARVEST FESTIVAL OCTOBER 31
by Susan Wakuta, Children’s Elementary Director

“Who is like you, LORD God Almighty?  You, LORD,
are mighty, and your faithfulness SURROUNDS you.”
Psalm 89:8

With Thanksgiving just around the corner, I want to
give thanks to our faithful God who demonstrates His
goodness in the things we do. It was very clear such
a big event would not be meaningful and touch
people without God’s guidance. It was also evident
the presence of the Holy Spirit was felt in the fun and
steady flow of this event. Harvest Festival is our
biggest outreach event to the community. The
number one reason why families came was because
they were invited by friends. There were 385 children
who attended and 273 of them were not from our
church.

I want to thank the 180 volunteers which include
booth workers, café, guest relations, registration, exit,
set-up, tear-down, and making spam musubis. Their
enthusiasm and dedication really demonstrated
God’s love to the families. Fifty of our volunteers
were youth. I am also very grateful to our
congregation for donating candy, pumpkins, and
clothes. We gave out so much candy this year that
there was barely any leftover. We reintroduced what
is called “Kid’s Closet” where families can stop by
and pick-up donated clothes. There were over 50
people who took home clothes for their families. I
want to personally thank Dr. Wayne Tofukuji who
provided the toothbrushes; Dr. Barry Kadowaki who
provided the toothpaste; Ron Fukushima who
provided the glow-in-the-dark bracelets; and Harvey
Ujimori who provided lots of pumpkins. Because of
the generosity of those who bought food and pictures
at the Harvest Festival, we raised over $1,700 for
children scholarships. I give my heartfelt gratitude to
this year’s core team: Lillian Higashi, Mae Kuratani,
and Joanne Morimoto who truly made the Harvest
Festival a blessing to others.

Thanksgiving gives us this wonderful opportunity to
acknowledge and give thanks to God for His
faithfulness in our lives. It also reminds me how
grateful I am for all of you who support and express
your love to
Children’s
Ministry.
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You are cordially invited to

GVBC’s Church Family Christmas Potluck

Sunday, December 6

5:00 – 7:00 PM

in the Community Hall

Join us for a great time of fellowship with food, games,
Children’s Ministry singing and Christmas carols.

Based on your last name, please bring enough of the following
to serve 6 to 8 people:

A – J: Main dish and salad

K – N: Main dish and side (veggies, pasta,

potatoes or rice dish)

O – Z: Main dish and dessert

White rice and beverages will be provided.

Singles are invited to bring only one dish (based on your last name
as shown above) or pay $5 and we will order food to supplement
the potluck dishes.

RSVP by Monday, November 30.

(Note: Please bring your potluck dishes in disposable containers. If you would like to
have your container returned, label each part, including any serving utensils.)
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THANK YOU, GVBC
We, as your GVBC pastoral Staffers, thank you so much for
your expressions of love, support and encouragement
during Pastor Appreciation Month.

You overwhelmed us by your generosity, thoughtfulness
and gracious cards, letters, meals, and surprises. We
appreciate the Amazon.com gift cards and other gifts from
the Board and PRC (Pastoral Relations Committee) on
behalf of you, our GVBC Church Family.

Some members of our Support Staff (pictured above)
graced us with a wonderful lunch. We know as pastors we
cannot do God’s ministry without our amazing Support Staff
as well as all of you!  Together, we are marvelously the
Body of Christ and we are always better together.

Thank you for the joy, privilege and blessing of serving with
you to glorify our great God.

Gratefully, in God’s love,

Your GVBC pastoral Staff

A THANK YOU FROM OUR PASTORAL STAFF

(L sitting) Layne* & Susan* Wakuta, Rei Abe, Chris Koga*
(L standing) Gerald Mayewaki, Sandy Tsukamoto, Peggy Kushigemachi, Wendy Nakano, Brad Toy*,
Daniel Matsuda*, Jan Magnani, Eiji Osato*, Susie Shelley, Annette Kakimoto*, Steve Langley*, James Chang*

*Pastoral Staff
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEWS 28:19

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING

Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119.

This is a prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work. Please
join us for prayer.

Information on our missionaries and mission projects will be provided.

For any questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the church office. Open to all.

SHERYL SILZER, WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS

Dear All,

The day before I left Africa I went on safari with the group and saw the big five —
elephants, lions, rhinoceroses, hippopotamuses, and giraffes. How exciting to see
them in their natural habitat!  A wonderful part of God’s creation.

The workshop in Kenya was one of the most diverse groups I have worked with as
well as the most animated. The participants were national directors of Scripture Union,
representing the various countries where they live and work. The directors represented
over 30 different countries. There were 16 people from Africa, 4 from Peru, 7 from
Asia, 7 from Europe, 5 from the Pacific, and 1 from the US (a few countries had more
than 1 representative). The participants were excited to discover why they had
difficulty relating to people from other cultures and they gained a greater appreciation
for their own culture as they came to realize God created them all in His image.

The Africans, in particular, were rethinking the redeemable aspects of their cultures. In
the past, Western missionaries often told them to reject their cultural background.
There are many aspects of their life which Western Christianity doesn’t address. They
came to realize, God can give them the wisdom they need to begin to address these
areas. The African leaders would like me to return next year to help train about 100 of
their staff workers in Nigeria. Pray for wisdom as they put together this event and as
they look for funding.

After returning from Africa, I had follow-up checkups with my radiation and oncology
doctors. They were very pleased because everything looks clear on the CT scan and
my health was maintained during my travels. My cold slowly went away. Praise the
Lord!

Thanks again for your prayers which enable me to keep going. Pray for wisdom for
future travels. I head to the Evangelical Theological Society annual meeting (in
Atlanta) November 16-20, and then have some family time in Monterey when our son
Jeffrey brings his family to visit over the Thanksgiving holiday.

Sheryl
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
The memorial service for Nancy Matsumoto’s brother, Wayne Chinen [passed away on Friday, October 30], will be held
on Saturday, November 21 at GVBC at 10:30 a.m. Pastor Daniel Matsuda will officiate.

To Dennis & Dana Sata and family in the passing of Dana’s father, Gerald (Jerry) Cho. The funeral service will be held
on Wednesday, December 9 at 11:00 a.m. at GVBC. Pastor Steve Langley will officiate.

NEW BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Voltaire & Jodie Rivera in the birth of their first child, baby girl Julie Keala Yoshida Rivera. Julie was
born on Wednesday, November 11. She weighed 7 lbs. 2.8 oz. Proud Grandfather is Merrick Yoshida.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Dear GVBC:  We just wanted to thank GVBC so much for the beautiful flower spray that was sent to Mary’s service to
honor Dennis’ mom. She lived to make it to her 90th birthday. We also wanted to thank Daniel Matsuda for driving, in
traffic, all the way to West L.A. to lead us in singing the hymns at her funeral service. Lastly, we would also like to thank
the many GVBC friends who came out to show their love and support to the Sata family. It is always a good witness for
Dennis’ family to experience God’s love through his church family. Love, The Sata Family.

Dear Friends, On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere thanks for your September monetary
donation of $500 [from our LOVE Fund], 37 bags, and 1 box of food to our emergency food pantry Thank you for caring
about others in your community. Sincerely, James Kimmons, Recreation Supervisor, by Susie Santana, Recreation
Coordinator

DIANE UJIIYE, SUPPORT-BASED PASTORAL INTERN
Dear Church Family,  Your prayers, words of encouragement, and various forms of support are felt,
held, cherished, and treasured. Seminary is hard!!  Your love makes it easier. Here is a brief update:

At church, I continue to serve on our Neighborhood Ministry team. Sincere appreciation to many of
you who participated in our two “Listening Lunches.” This has helped us to better understand how you
experience and live-out loving our neighbors. And thanks to those who participated in other activities,
including the Japanese American Bar Association (JABA) Legal Clinic, Keep Gardena Beautiful, and

the Japanese Cultural Institute (JCI) Carnival.

Violet Dresser and I continue to serve as the point persons for our Friday evening Service, Affirmation, Accountability,
Fellowship, and Edification (SAAFE) women’s community group. We are so blessed by how our sisters have really taken
ownership of all aspects of making each gathering a special one.

It has also been a tremendous blessing to have a small team of church members prayerfully develop an addiction
recovery ministry, MAHALO (Mercy, Affirmation, Healing, Accountability, Love, and Overcoming) which we hope to
launch next year. Heads up!  We will be seeking your input as we move forward in planning and preparing our church
body for MAHALO. This past summer I facilitated a workshop for our pastoral staff as part of the preparation process.
And, on an as-needed basis, I respond to requests for crisis and support service advocacy and family relationship
support.

At Fuller Theological Seminary, in addition to my course work toward a Masters in Divinity, I have been blessed to play a
modest role in race and justice conversations. This has also spurred me to return to expressing God’s grace through
spoken word and poetry. And from time-to-time, I contribute to “Inheritance Magazine: The Intersection of Faith and
Culture.” Stay tuned as I highlight one of our own GVBC family members in an upcoming issue!  I continue working on
secular civil rights, social justice, and cultural/arts activism, but now with God leading me in how, what, why, when, and
with whom. Feel free to ask me to share more about any of this work, any time.

I pray for our church family on a very regular basis, frequently asking God for guidance: How to function in this context
and culture of individualism, materialism, status, and the quest for comfort?  How to “. . . not conform to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind . . . . to be able to test and approve what God's will is — his
good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:2.)

May we continue to walk together, leaning onto God with fierce trust. May we seek to be free from the chains of all forms
of oppression for ourselves and for our beloved neighbors, near and far.

Unity and gratitude, Diane Ujiiye



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

ARE YOU READY FOR EL NINO?
This ministry is for seniors and single women who need
help with cleaning gutters, trimming trees away from
power lines and roofs, etc. Or, when the storms come and
if your house gets flooded and it’s hard to get around, you
can use our help. If you need our help, please call the
church office and leave your name and phone number.
This is a service for our GVBC church members led by
Mas Kushigemachi.

ALL ABOARD THE MEAL TRAIN MINISTRY
For our GVBC families who have welcomed a new baby;
who have immediate family members just released from
the hospital; who recently had a death within the family.
We need help making, delivering and providing meals.
Meal Train Ministry will set up the meal train online
(www.mealtrain.com) and we greatly appreciate
volunteers to make or buy a meal OR deliver a meal.
When we receive notice someone needs a Meal Train
setup, we will email or call everyone on the list. Anyone
who can provide a meal can sign up on the website or call
Peggy, ext. 675 at the church office. Contact Peggy if you
hear of someone within our church family who needs a
meal.

ROOTED (COLLEGE-AGE & YOUNG ADULT)
Sunday nights, 5:00 — 6:30 p.m., east side of the
Community Hall [NOTE: not meeting in the Community
Hall this Sunday, November 29, place TBD]. ROOTED, a
college-age and young adults ministry, gathering together
for a time of teaching and praising the Lord!  Questions
can be directed to Chris Koga, chris@gvbc.net or Brad
Toy, brad@gvbc.net. [NOTE: once a month ROOTED will
meet for a special event which may be offsite. No
ROOTED on Sunday, December 5. We’ll be attending the
GVBC Church Family Christmas Potluck. On Sunday
December 20, ROOTED will have a Christmas party].

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
November 22, both services in the Community Hall. Come
to our Thanksgiving Sunday service to hear how God has
blessed those in our congregation this past year during
our open-mic session of the service. Our Hula Ministry will
be performing. Also, we will be collecting your Operation
Christmas Child gift boxes during both worship services.

THANKSGIVING — OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday, November 26 and Friday, November 27

WORK DAY — CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 28, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts and end with a delicious free lunch. We
will be decorating our campus for the Christmas season
and doing maintenance and repairs. No experience
needed. Come when you can, leave when you must.

CHURCH FAMILY CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
SAVE THE DATE for this family friendly potluck on
Sunday, December 6 at 5:00 — 7:00 p.m., Community
Hall. See page 2 for details.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, December 12, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Our
Bilingual Service will be a beautiful Christmas Concert.
One Voice vocal group will lead us in worship. We will

sing Christmas songs in both English and Japanese.
Refreshments served in Room 201 after the service.
Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor Eiji
Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

NICHIGO MESSIAH CONCERT
Saturday, December 19, 6:30 PM, in the sanctuary. For
info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE
Thursday, December 24, Community Hall, 6:00 p.m. and
11:00 p.m.
 6:00 p.m. family service. Children invited. During the

service they will be invited to sit up front to hear a
Christmas story.

 11:00 p.m. candlelight communion service
Each service will end with lighting candles and singing
Silent Night by candlelight.

OFFICE CLOSED FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day

BAPTISM SUNDAY
December 27, both worship services in the Sanctuary.

OFFICE CLOSED MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
GVBC Holiday
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, December 2 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, November 29.

Announcements

BOARD PRAYER after our second worship service is now in room 119 (across from the kitchen).
When the ushers are called forward and our offering is taken, you can go to room 119 for individual
prayer. Our first worship service prayer time will remain in Room 158 behind the Sanctuary.

GARDENA FOOD PANTRY

We are collecting during the months of November and December.

Please leave your donated items in the brown box in the Narthex.

A complete list of most needed items is available on the Narthex
counter. Please DO NOT BRING expired food items.

We also accept checks (make payable to GVBC with Food Pantry
on the memo line), cash or give online.

GVBCLIVE BY LEE MATSUNAMI

I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.”
— Psalm 104:33

Friday, November 20
7:00 p.m., Sanctuary.

“Gardena Valley Baptist Church has always been blessed by individuals who
are musically and artistically gifted. GVBCLIVE is our forum for sharing
creativity and our love for God to the community.

Please join us for the inaugural GVBCLIVE event as we honor and praise God
with our voices and instruments. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. GVBCLIVE starts at
7:00 p.m. Refreshments served at 9:00 p.m. in the Community Hall.

For updates, please connect with us on Instagram: http://instagram.com/
gvbclive and Twitter: @gvbclive!

COFFEE FROM THAILAND VILLAGES BY PASTOR STEVE
LANGLEY

Over the last few weeks, the Missions Ministry has been selling Lanna Coffee
from villages in Thailand that our American Baptist missionaries, Mike & Becky
Mann, work with. Starbuck’s purchases about 50% of their coffee and the rest is
sold in Thailand and the United States. We’ve already sold 94 bags and
fundraised $423 to help send our 2016 Thailand Team back in January.

The Missions Ministry decided we will continue taking orders for Lanna Coffee
through January 2016. We will place an order through their Fresno office once
a month. Order forms are available in the narthex. Put your completed form and
payment into an envelope and place it in the offering bag, or drop it in the mail
slot next to the La Salle entrance. We will place our next order on Monday,
December 14. This is a very hands-on way to support GVBC missions, as well
as the Thailand villages.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor, Young Adult
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUMAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

Both Services in the Community Hall

NOVEMBER 22/THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
Collecting Christmas Child Gift Boxes

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
First Sunday of Advent
What We Really Deserve for Christmas:
We deserve Death, but He gave us Life

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6/COMMUNION
Second Sunday of Advent
What We Really Deserve for Christmas:
We deserve Condemnation, but He gave us Mercy

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
Third Sunday of Advent
What We Really Deserve for Christmas:
We deserve Rejection, but He gave Acceptance

CHRISTMAS SERVICES, DECEMBER 20
Fourth Sunday of Advent
What We Really Deserve for Christmas:
We deserve Seclusion, but He gave us Love
**Bring your Advent Conspiracy Christmas stockings**

SEASON
OF

ADVENT


